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The Wheel
Man’s Greatest Invention
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A SKETCH OF THE
EVOLUTION OF TRANSPORTATION 

8�+���8�

���
9�����:��(���

��

� ������� ����������� ����������� ��� �� �����������
������������ 

PEBBLE CUTS PEBBLE  To make his first tools, man merely
struck on pebble, usual ly a f l int, against another,  aiming
acute blows at the edge to detach flakes. The result was an
implement that was crude, but eff ecti ve enough f or t he
simple tasks that faced early man such as skinning and
chopping up animals for his meat

SHARPER POINTS  Stone hand-axes, which were much
more versatile than simple pebble-tools, were developed by
Homo erectus, o r Upright man, who first appeared about
hal f a mi l l ion y ears ago. Their sharp points and edges were
achieved by patiently chipping away a succession of thin
flakes with a piece of bone or hard wood

FASHIONING THE FIRST TOOLS

The tools and weapons used by early man are important
clues i n t racing h is evolution, s ince h is bones are usual l y
only found by chance. The similarity between implements
from widely separated periods shows that development was
very slow. Although a pebble-tool and a hand-axe are similar
implements, and produced by the same techniques, it took
prehistoric man several hundred thousand years to move
from one to the other


